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Proposal for a New APRU Initiative 
3rd APRU Senior Staff Meeting 2006 

 
Joint PECC-APRU Study on “The Asia Pacific Education Market” 
 
Background 
 
The Chair of Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC), Dr Charles Morrison met 
with APRU Secretary General Dr Lawrence Loh when he visited Singapore in November 
2005.  Possible collaborations between the two organizations were discussed during the 
meeting.  Please refer to Annex A for information on PECC. 
 
Following the meeting, the APRU Secretariat met with the PECC International 
Secretariat for a more in-depth discussion on a possible PECC-APRU collaboration in 
February 2006.  PECC is keen to collaborate with APRU on a joint study on “The Asia 
Pacific Education Market”.  Please refer to Annex B for PECC’s preliminary project 
proposal. 
 
Professor Christopher Findlay of University of Adelaide (also PECC’s Coordinating 
Group Chair) is currently working on the project.  The Coordinating Group Chair is 
appointed by PECC's governing body for a two-year period.  Some information on the 
Coordinating Group is also attached at Annex A.  
 
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP) has also expressed interest in participating in the study.  Through Asia-
Pacific Research and Training Network on Trade (ARTNet), they could play a part in the 
study.  
 
Objectives and Outcomes 
 
The project aims to study the evolution of the tertiary education supply chain, as well as 
propose education policy reforms and business strategy initiatives in both education 
importing and exporting countries.  Please refer to Annex B (page 4).   
 
Proposed deliverables of the project are: (i) a series of background papers on the 
regional education market, and (ii) a report on the evolution of the regional education 
supply chain, with key recommendations for domestic policy reform, international 
commitments and business strategy.  Please refer to Annex B (page 6). 
 
PECC plans to table the report for discussion at its General Meeting in 2007.  The 
project may culminate in a conference jointly organized by APRU and PECC.   
 
Co-badging by APRU and PECC 
 
The objectives of the project are central to APRU’s core work of advancing education in 
the Pacific Rim.   
 
A joint PECC-APRU study on “The Asia Pacific Education Market” would allow both 
organizations to combine their resources for the project.  By co-badging the project, 
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APRU and PECC will be equal partners and have similar level of access to the research 
findings and eventual summary report.   
 
APRU member universities would be involved in various phases of the study such as 
project design, working group sessions, drafting of background papers series and the 
eventual summary report, and publication and distribution of the report. 
 
Benefits 
 
The study will provide useful information for APRU members.  By serving as a source of 
policy advice, APRU would have a further outreach to policy-makers, academics, 
students and international organizations.  This would have a significant positive impact 
on APRU’s visibility and profile.   
 
Approach 
 
Several approaches could be contemplated for the joint study.  The following are some 
possible approaches for the meeting’s consideration (not exhaustive):  
 
1. A Project Coordinating Group could be formed for the joint PECC-APRU study to 

define the project scope, deliverables and methodology.  It could comprise of 
representatives from APRU and PECC. 
 
A Project Research Working Group consisting of widely represented APRU and 
PECC members would contribute towards the series of background papers.  

 
This approach would be similar to the one taken in the Technology Transfer and 
Wealth Creation (T2WC) study conducted in 2002.  Please refer to Annex C for 
T2WC’s Project Coordination Group and Working Group. 

 
2. A project team consisting of participants from APRU and PECC could be formed to 

conduct the study.  Headed by 2 Project Directors (one representative from APRU 
and PECC each), the team would be involved in all phases of the study, from the 
conceptualization to implementation and analysis. 

 
Moving Forward 
 
Senior staff’s thoughts and views are sought on the preliminary project proposal. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prepared by  :  APRU Secretariat 
Date : March 1, 2006 
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PECC’s Structure 
 

 PECC is a unique tripartite partnership of senior individuals from business and industry, 
government, academic and other intellectual circles.  

 
 All parties participate in their private capacity and discuss freely on current, practical policy 

issues of the Asia-Pacific region. 
 

 Established in 1980, PECC has 25 Member Committees, including two associate members, 
from all over Asian-Pacific region. Each Member Committee comprises tripartite, senior 
representatives. 

 
 It is the only non-governmental official observer of APEC since the APEC's formation in 1989.  

 
 PECC has provided information and analytical support to APEC ministerial meetings and 

working groups. It also channels and facilitates private sector participation in the formal 
process.  

 
PECC Members  
Australia Associate Members 
Brunei Darussalam  
Canada  France (Pacific Territories)  
Chile  Mongolia 
China  
Chinese Taipei   
Colombia  
Ecuador  
Hong Kong, China  
Indonesia  
Japan  
Korea  
Malaysia   
Mexico   
New Zealand   
Peru   
Pacific Islands   
Russia   
Singapore   
Thailand  
The Philippines   
The United States  
Vietnam  
 
PECC Coordinating Group  
 
The Coordinating Group manages PECC's research work.  The group is composed of 
representatives from each member economy and the coordinators of PECC's working groups.  
The Coordinating Group meets twice a year to discuss progress in the Council's work program 
and to further refine outputs with contributions from member committees.  The Coordinating 
Group Chair is appointed by PECC's governing body for a two-year period. 
 
For more details, please go to: http://www.pecc.org/.  

Annex A 
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Annex C 


