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Cementing its
reputation as

an academic
institution of
note is NUS'

role as chairman
of the Association
of Pacific Rim
Universities,
which meets
in Singapore
this week

UNIVERSITY presidents from 50
top universitivs are in Singapore this
week for the Association af Amen-
can Universities-Association of Pa-
cific Rim Universitics {AAU-APRL)
Prsidents Roundsable.

Hested by the National Univer-
sity of Singapore (NUS), it will take
place over two days, ahead of
APRU s %th Annual Presidents
. alse hosted by NUS.

wd APRU'S Secretary Genetal,
Associate Prolessor Lawrence Loh,
whao is alsoVice President, Universi-
tv and Global Relations, ar NUS:
“This is the first time that the AAL

light

is coming to Asia fer an APRL cvent.
It is also the first time that we will
see participation from the Associa-
tion of [ndian Universities (ATU).”

Established in 1997 APRU isa
consortium of leading universities in
the Pacific Rim. The AAU and AIU
are sumilar onganisations, with mem-
ber universitics from North Ameri-
ca and India respectively.

The APRU Roundtable is a plat-
form for participants 1o exchange
ideas and nutwork, Prof Loh said.

“Exents such as these help forge a
bridgre across the Pacific Rimn and pro-
mote global understanding. Universi-

ty leaders play an important part of
building undurstanding

Currently APRU has 36 member
universines, which Prof Loh described
as the region’s “créme de ba creme ™.

He added: “This year, there are
31 APRU presidents coming to Sin-
epore. These are the thought leaders
and opinion shapers, the movers and
shakens of edvcation. Many also ad-
vise their government keaders on im-
portant {ssues. When they ceme to

Singapore, they get a feel of the place.
NUS benefits in terms of its global
standing and visibility and Singapone
benefits because it helps strengthen
our position as an educarion hub and
as a dymamic ghobal diry™

NUS' keadenship of APRL denotes
endomsement and recognition from
member ucvensinies, Prof Lok said

“Wie arc in the league of the best
universities. NUS commands peer-
to-peer respect, This opens a lot of
doors noet just for our faculty, but
also our students, whe benefit from
more global opportunitics such as
overseas attachments,” he said

University presidents will share
ideas at the Roundable's plenary
sessions on the theme, Globalisation
and Universities. Other highlights in-
clude a dalogue session with Minis-
ter Mentor Lee Kuan Yew, as well as
a Question and Answer session with
Prime Minister Lec Hsien Loong.
Participants will alsc be antending a
welcome dinner hosted by President
SR Nathan

APRU university presidents will

Beyond Singagore: Ms Zubaidah Mohamed Ramdzan and
Mr Peh Ruey Feng [above) both spent time in the United States
as part of their NUS eurriculem. See page 7.

stary on for the Anmwal Presidents Meet-
ing tomorrow. On the agenda is the
yearly bid to be the next host of the
Presidents Meeting, usually a keenly
contested affar because of the ~pres-
tige and visiblity™ associated with it.

The association spearheads a
range of programmes for various
target groups, right down 1o the un-
dergraduate level.

Driving the agenda for APRU is
the secretanat, which works on this
principle: [t is about what members
can get from APRL that they cannot
get themselves.

This approach has translated inte
sympoesiums on important current
msues such as the Asian Bnancial cni-
sis and communicable discases. This
Scptember. in Kyoto, the topic will
be carthquaike hazards.

AFPRU events are also an effi-
cient way for universities to garner
support for joint initiatives, ex-
plained Prof Loh,

“Tam lcoking forward 10 the suc-
cess of the Roundtable and the An-
nual Presidents Mecting. It's a signif-
icant accomplishment because [ don’t
think weve cver had so many presi-
dents from univensities of this quali-
ty in Singapom: Before” he sad
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